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What does

Active Line mean? What's Life Like in Syria?
Active Line is a
non-political, non- Active Line held a seminar, "The Culture and

religious, non-profit
organization that is
actively seeking to
form lines of
communication with
citizens of the world

People of Syria", on Saturday, February 28,
2004, at Hachioji Create Hall. Mohannad
Alkayem spoke about Syrian history, people,
culture, and religion—all of which are
through volunteer comple'gely diﬁgrent from those of Japan.
activities.  Active Mr. Alkaygm holds a dggree in Tourlsm Management_ from the
Line wishes to set Hotel Institute for Tourism Science in Damascus, Syria. Currently
itself apart from he lives in Japan working as an Arabic and English language
other “friendship” teacher. The seminar was organized for Active Line members

organizations by 554 some elementary school teachers for educational purposes.
making efforts to

improve the Attendeeswere guided along a map showing historical ruins,
attitudes of some of which hold imprints of the world's oldest civilizations and
Japanese nationals date back to the fourth millennium BC. According to one Active
toward resident | ine member, everything discussed was interesting and

Soéi'gr; _ peOAp;e c')'} informative, with some being difficult to believe. Active Line plans

February 1, 2004, to offer this kind of educational opportunity for Hachioji residents
there were 7, 552 in the future.

people with
different languages
and cultures living
in Hachioji. This
simple fact
suggests that 2 28 ()

creating an open

world society in

which everyone

lives in harmony, is

becoming

increasingly

important in the

Hachioji area. The 4

goal of Active Line

is to think globally

and act locally.

Active Line would

like to broaden its
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Life Stories: My Personal Experiences in Japan
By: Angela Valenzuela

The reason | decided to go to Japan was to
experience a country that is different from the US, but not
completely different. What | mean by this is that Japan has
cities like the US, but the approach to daily life and how
things are viewed are not the same. In our group, | had the
least amount of Japanese language and culture understand-
ing. Although | read some advice about what to do and not
do while visiting Japan, | really didn’t have the background
of knowledge to understand the reasons why. By going to
Japan | believe | accomplished part of what | wanted to do;
| got to see a country and culture that is different from my
own.

The plane ride to Japan was very long; during this time |
sat by a very nice woman who was returning to Japan after
living in New York City. She was very interested in the
reasons why | was learning Japanese, wanted to know more
about my classes, and even looked at my language book. |
thought that this was very interesting. Why was she so
fascinated with me learning Japanese? During my stay in
Japan, there were a lot of nice people who also seemed just
as interested. | discovered that Japanese people have a love
for their culture and language and that they enjoy sharing it
with others. One of the reasons | had such a great time on
my trip to Japan was because the people | met there were so
helpful and nice.

When | first arrived in Japan | expected to see a lot of
people, but did not expect crowded areas to be so clean and
organized. | didn’t see graffiti or trash littering the streets
and everyone crossed at the cross walks. What | found most
amazing was the way the sidewalks had symbols for blind
people. I have never seen sidewalks marked like this and
wasn’t expecting Japan to be a handicap-friendly city.

My Japanese isn’t very good, so | found it extremely
difficult to communicate. However, with my broken
Japanese, along with a few English words and hand
gestures, | was able to communicate when shopping or
when | needed something. | had a lot of interesting
conversations and had fun trying—a person has to be
creative to get their point across. | found that most
Japanese people know a little English.

The people with Active Line are really nice. They
sponsored a welcoming party for our group when we ar-
rived. The party was the first time | was introduced to Japa-
nese style entertainment. It was a lot of fun, and the enter-
tainers were really talented. Before the party | wondered
what the members would be like; the party took away a lot
of the nervousness | felt. Getting to know Active Line
members before some of them joined us on our tour helped
me feel more comfortable. | am not sure how much of our

trip’s activities were helped and planned by Active Line, @
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Life Stories continued

but usually a member was present on our day trips. | thought
it was nice of them to take the time out of their schedules to
go along with us.

Shopping in Tokyo is amazing. The department stores are
big and a little expensive, but definitely worth visiting. The
department stores were organized and efficient. The customer
service people were very kind and went out of their way to be
helpful. I can’t express how surprised | was when |
wasn’t charged for gift-wrapping, especially when it was so
beautifully done. The stores had modern and traditional
Japanese stuff, including apparel. 1 really enjoyed the
Nakamise Shopping Center, in Asakusa. Unfortunately, |
didn’t spend a lot of time there, but from what I saw it would
have taken most of the day. The place reminded me of a flea
market type of environment that would exist in the US. This
place really stands out because of the Japanese things that you
can buy and the decently priced electronics. Another area that
was great to visit was Akihabara or the place that sells all the
electronics. The stores were small and often had three floors;
it was interesting to see how space was used.

The day we spent studying
Japanese sports was very interest-
ing, partly because we have
nothing like the sports we saw at
Meiji University in the US. | never
really thought about how hard
sumo wrestling is. When you
looked at the athletes a lot of them
were injured; they had a lot of

= determination to keep practicing.
With sumo | also got to witness the underclassman and
upperclassman relationship. Kendo was something we got to
attempt and that was an experience. This sport can’t easily be
seen in the US, so getting a little understanding of it helped to
understand Japanese culture better. Unlike sumo and kendo,
judo classes are more popular in the US. | have seen a judo
demonstration in the US, but watching the sport at a college
level in Japan was quite different. All the sports we saw were
very organized.

The trip to Japan was a lot of fun. I got to see a side of
Japan that | wouldn’t have been able to see otherwise. | live
in an area where | need a car to get everywhere. Seeing a city
like Tokyo, where one could get anywhere by train or bus was
very fascinating. Subways and trains arrive and leave on
time. 1also got to observe daily life of the Japanese first
hand. While talking to some of the Japanese I got an idea of
what they thought and felt. Reading about Japan doesn’t
allow a person to form ideas of what it is really like in Japan.
Only experiencing Japan can one understand what the culture
is about. Spending a short amount of time in Japan helped
me get a basic idea, but I realize that there is much more to —
learn.
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1. Learn Japanese—Free private and —
small group lessons with volunteer

teachers. Please contact Toshiko Sonoda Tel/Fax:042-594-0157
in Japanese/English at 042-594-0157 for

more information. . 17

2. Active Line Meetings—Saturdays, ()5 15 () 6 19 () 10 00
April 17, May 15, and June 19, from 10:00 12 11

AM-12:00 noon at the International
Exchange Corner, 11th Floor, College
Academic Center. Close walk from JR
Hachioji Station. Contact Yumiko Sato in
English or Japanese at Phone/FAX: 0426-
68-5208. Everyone is welcome! 2004 4 1 11

Checkmark

3. Intercultural Exchange Corner Opens—Effective April

1, 2004, the 11th floor of the Academic College Center

will be home to the “Intercultural Exchange Corner”.

This floor is open to foreign residents, exchange stu-

dents, and international exchange groups/organizations.

The Corner is managed by the newly established

Hachioji International Exchange Groups Association,

which was formed to assist foreign people by providing Tel 0426-20-7409 Fax: 0426-26-0253
resources and consultation. For more information, Tel/ Fax:0426-42-7091
please contact the Hachioji City Culture Section at )

Phone: 0426-20-7409 or Fax: 0426-26-0253. The

Corner may be reached at Phone/Fax: 0426-42-7091.

Umbrella Care—At home, be sure to shake out your umbrella
as much as possible before hanging it on a railing, door knob,
window, or magnetic hook (steel doors). Open and air out
umbrellas on sunny days. Observe what others do around you.

Wet Shoes—Common sense would tell me to wear a cheap
“fake” leather pair of shoes in the rain and take a good dry pair _
and some extra socks/hose to work, but apparently many
Japanese just wear wet shoes all day! (Don't think | want to be
around when they take them off at the end of the day or for
their itchy foot fungus problems that will develop...) If you're a (
foreign person, you already stick out in a crowd, so don't worry
about drawing more attention by digging out your old “duck
boots” from your college days or wearing some sort of aqua )
beach sandal/shoe instead.

Wet Shoe Care—There are weather-proofing sprays on the
market to coat leather/nylon goods and clothing to help repel
water. Otherwise, try putting tissues, old newspapers, or small
packets containing moisture-absorbing crystals in your shoes
once home. Consider using a hair-dryer too. Be sure to air out
shoe boxes and shoes on sunny days. Take care of your feet
too—dry carefully/go barefoot, use medicated foot powder, etc.
De-Humidifiers—Check recycle shops for some good deals on
these appliances that run about 30,000 yen. The water
receptacle will need to be emptied more than you think during
the rainy season! _ 3
Mold—In a previous issue of Volcano, Dear Hanako-san
addressed mold and mold prevention in detail. For more
information regarding this issue, please contact Active Line at
the address listed on Page 6. E—
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Do you have a
question for
Hanako-san?
Would you like
to express your
opinion? Have
a personal
story to share?
Please send
contributions
to the address
printed on the
back page of
the newsletter
in either
Japanese or
English. All
are subject to
space
availability.
Contributors
may remain
anonymous in
Volcano if so
stated, but
name and
phone number
will be
retained in the
editors’ files.

Dear Hanako-san

Question: Rain, rain, go away,
come again some other day! Will |
ever be dry again!

Answer: Let's take look at the
positive side of the Japanese
rainy season first:

1.The rain/humidity makes your skin and hair
soft, so no need for lotions and conditioners.
2.Your Western hair that suddenly becomes even
more curly/kinky with the humidity will be the
envy of all those Japanese ladies spending
thousands on permanents that don't take.

3.You will appreciate the ugly cement/netted
retaining walls more, especially the ones out your
apartment window.

4.The rainy season provides an excuse to have a
“hurricane party”. Rent your favorite 20 movies,
buy some alcohol/munchies & invite friends over!
5.Your memory and 1Q will be put to a test after
leaving stores, restaurants, bars, and the like, as
you try hunting for your umbrella amongst many
that look the same in the umbrella stand. (Why,
in a country that is densely populated and
umbrella-dependent, don’t you see more umbrellas
with bright colors, logos, art, patterns, etc. to help
distinguish them from others?)

6.Your skills set will expand with your acquired
knowledge of how to ride a bicycle while holding
an umbrella, along with groceries, dry cleaning,
purse, etc.

7.1t's not considered whimpy for men to use
umbrellas in Japan.

8.Your Japanese vocabulary will expand to
include words for sweat, mosquito, repellant,
mold, athlete’s foot, and many “wet” adjectives.

9. You'll fit in better with the brand conscious
crowd, for the Prada bag—that you really don’t
have—is being kept at home out of the rain.

10. Japan is probably the only country where your
lost umbrella would actually be returned to you if
you labeled it, or could be retrieved from a lost &
found months later.

Umbrella Etiquette—Don’t swing or point your
umbrella at others. They are not used in
stadiums during sporting events and concerts.
Use umbrella stands/plastic bags where provided.
Umbrella Stands—Used to keep/hold your
umbrella at building entrances while you shop,
eat, see a show, etc. They vary in style from
simple stands/buckets to racks with corresponding
keys to lock your umbrella individually. Another
system dispenses plastic bags for you to place your
wet umbrella, but then you're expected to carry
your umbrella with you. Company employees
often have lockers in which they are asked to
place umbrellas. (Continued on Page 4)
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Information Briefs
Hydrangea (Ajisai)

Sight-Seeing

Shinkaku-ji Temple

5-36-10 Sanda; Hachioji-shi
Phone: 0426-20-7258
10-minute walk from Mejirodai
Station on Keio Line

Tel: 0426-20-7258

(
10

Mt. Takao

Takao-cho; Hachioji-shi
Takaosanguchi Station on Keio Line,
Both sides of mountain top cable car

Takahata Fudouson

Takahata; Hino-shi

Phone: 0425-91-0032

3500 plantings

Takahatafudo Station on Keio Line,
Near Temple and hill behind

Tel: 0425-91-0032
3,500

Tokyo Summer Land—Flower
Village
Akiruno-shi, Tokyo

Tel: 0425-58-6511

\

Phone: 0425-58-6511 5,000
5000 plantings
1856 3 Tel/Fax : 0426-66-1184

_/

Why the name “Volcano”?
Volcano means “kazan” in
Japanese. The reason why
we chose the

name “Volcano”

for our newsletter

is because we

believe people’s

opinions, ideas, and feelings
should not lie “dormant” or
become “inactive” like
volcanoes. “Magma” exists in
everyone and it needs to
voluntarily erupt once in a
while to soothe one’s soul.

How to Contact Us:

+ With your questions,
opinions, stories,
suggestions, and ideas

¢ For information about
membership and
newsletter subscriptions

Yumiko Sato

Active Line

400-30-1-202 Terada-machi
Hachioji-shi, Tokyo 193-0943
Tel/FAX: 0426-68-5208
(English or Japanese)
Email:kymrs@mub.biglobe.ne.jp

Join Us!

+ Help gather resources
and exchange
information with other
organizations

¢ As aKorean, Chinese,
Spanish, Japanese, etc.,
volunteer teacher/
translator/interpreter

¢ In planning, executing, or
assisting with events

¢ As a computer
assistant—Microsoft
Windows 95 needed, with
Japanese/English
capabilities

+ With the publishing and
mailing of the newsletter

¢ Etc., make your own
proposal

Newsletter Editors:

Yumiko Sato (Editor-in-Chief)
Amy Kamata (English Editor)
Andrew Church

Mutsu Niki

lkuko Nakazaki

Haruo Uchibori

Atsuko Akiyama




