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What does
Active Line mean?

Active Line is a non-
political, non-
religious, non-profit
organization that is
actively seeking to
form lines of commu-
nication with citizens
of the world

through volunteer
activities. Active Line
wishes to set itself
apart from other
“friendship”
organizations by
making efforts to
improve the

attitudes of
Japanese nationals
toward resident
foreign peoplein
Japan. As of Sep-
tember 1, 2001 there
were 6, 258 people
with different
languages and
cultures living in
Hachioji. This simple
fact suggests that
creating an open
world society in which
everyone lives in
harmony, is becoming
ncreasingly
important in the
Hachioji area. The
goal of Active Line is
to think globally and
act locally. Active
Line would like to
broaden its vision.
We would like to see
ourselves as
members of an
international
community, not a
“closed” local
society. Active Line
wants to help
develop the Hachioji
area from a global
perspective.

ol 4 Years and Counting!

Happy 4th Anniversary to Volcano! This is

. the 19th issue since our start in September
1997. We print 800 copies each time, focusing on Active
Line activities, life stories of readers, opinions of readers, a
question and answer column, and a back page resource
listing. The Checkmark section was added later to highlight
meetings and classes; the occasional Chit Chat Café
section was later included to highlight conversations with
foreign people . The words “unique” and “interesting” are
typically used in the feedback we receive about Volcano.
Topics touching upon the Japanese education system have
received the most attention. The identity of Hanako-san
seems to spark curiosity too. Please be sure to read
members’ comments on page 3 and we thank you for your
continued support.

Think
globally;
Act

locally

Q&A

What's inside this issue?

Opinion: “Experiencing Other Cultures

Helps Recognize Own” |kuko Nakazaki

4th Anniversary Thoughts of 4
Active Line Members

Checkmark: Free Japanese classes

Dear Hanako-san: Japanese Study Tips

Information Briefs: Websites for Japanese

Study
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Opinion: Experiencing Other Cultures Helps
Recognize Own
By: lkuko Nakazaki (

Through Active Line’s education program
for better international understanding, | have
realized the more we understand about the
culture and people of other countries, inevitably
the more interested we become in our own.

We have a tendency to think that

understanding a foreign culture means having , \
knowledge of other countries’ culture. However,
we should be aware that even in Japan, there are
diverse cultures in each region. Consider the '
foods, customs, and dialects that can be found in
Japan. We sometimes overlook these differences
amongst Japanese because the differences are
not so big. Where as, in the case of the
education program for better international under-
standing, we can easily see the differences
among various countries because they are
greater. We should not judge whether a country
is good or bad because of the differences in
culture; we should accept and respect different
cultures of other countries.

| believe we should re-structure our
education program for better international
understanding to include tolerance, acceptance,
and support towards those living in our own
neighborhoods, cities, and regions.

Due to the terrorist attack in the USA on
September 11, 2001, and subsequent security
measures, we encourage all foreign residents in
Japan to register with their respective consulate
in case of earthquake or other emergency.
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4th Anniversary Thoughts of Members —

“As we face difficult times, understanding people with
different cultures, religion, and language will be increas-
ingly important. However, getting to know the truth may
cause us anguish at times.” Masatoshi Watabe

“Three years have passed since | joined Active Line. |
sometimes doubt whether what I've done is really help-
ful. | feel it may be just personally rewarding. Even
though | participate in activities and lend my support, |
do not feel | can offer any grand plan or suggest any-
thing far-reaching. As for Japanese teaching though, |
think | have something to contribute.” Ichitaro Suzuki

“It's thrilling and exciting to work together to accomplish
a goal. Everybody does what they can; all those small

efforts bring forth great power. | look forward to seeing
Active Line and Volcano develop in the years to come.”
Yumiko Sato

“I'm glad to have met such wonderful people through
Active Line. Also, I'm glad my abilities and free time are
put to good use by Active Line activities.” Mutsu Niki

“I hope to expand our activities with new ideas. Water
for flowers, love of Active Line, multiply happiness,
divide unhappy things. Let's keep going” Seigo Tanaka

“Many Japanese seem to be under the false impression
that all foreign people are like characters in American
movies, but | was impressed from the start with Active
Line’s emphasis on the true meaning of “international”,
and | joined with the hope | could use my position as an
American to aid their goals. | don’t know how effective
I've been, but I'm always pleased whenever someone
tells me, “I guess America’s different that | imagined.”
Andrew Church

“I'm impressed by the members who have devoted
themselves to every project the last four years.”
Toshiko Sonoda

“I've been enjoying our events. It's great meeting new
and interesting people. Hard-working members inspire
me.” Atsuko Akiyama

“As a new member of Active Line, | hope to do my best
as an English editor—helping readers share their
feelings with us. Hope to hear from more of you! “
Yoshihide Kusaki

“I've really enjoyed collaborating on projects with people
from various parts of the world.” Ikuko Nakazaki

“Broadening my horizons through Active Line activities
has given me a personal treasure.” Kaori Inoue “For|
a long time, the deterioration of schools has been
talked about. For those of us without school-aged chil-
dren, it's difficult to understand. By visiting schools to
promote better education for international understand-
ing with Active Line, | hope to learn the current state of
the Japanese school system and help improve it.”
Haruo Uchibori
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1. Learn Japanese—Free private and small —_—
group lessons with volunteer teachers.

Please contact Toshiko Sonoda in Tel: :042-594-0157
Japanese/English at 042-594-0157 for more

information. —__ 2001 10
2. Active Line Meetings—Saturdays, 20 () 11 17 () 2 4

October 20 and November 17, 2001.

Checkmark 2.00 PM.  For location information and
map, contact Yumiko Sato in English or
Japanese at Phone/FAX: 0426-68-5208.
Everyone is welcome!

Tel / Fax : 0426-68-5208

(Continued from Page 5) organizations. Don't rule out (
children’s books and special programs/editions sponsored by
major newspapers. Also, used book stores and the Internet.
5. Classes—Free classes can be found through volunteer
organizations, city wards, and cultural centers. You can't be - -
picky, but do find out ahead of time if there is any skill testing/
placement and whether the teacher conducts the class
assuming you already know hiragana well, otherwise it will be
a very unpleasant time and you'll quit. Other factors like class
size, cost of materials, schedule, and reputation of the teacher
are important too.

6. Language Schools—BE CAREFUL! Criteria used for free
classes, in addition to research, is necessary to insure you're
not swindled and brainwashed by costly and strict policies
regarding payment, cancellation, attendance, test scores, class
materials, extra fees, etc. Teaching methods and the type of
interaction between teacher/student and student/student might
not be what you're looking for. Take a tour of the school, visit a
couple of classes of your choice un-announced on different days,
review materials used, and talk with other students. Find out
the school’s retention rate, instructor credentials, and in-class
smoking policies. Have a trusted Japanese speaker accompany
you to review the school’s policies and ask pointed questions on
your behalf before signing the dotted line. A reputable school
will welcome your keen interest.

7. Teachers—A good teacher can make all the difference in
the world. Learn if their personality is warm, fun, and suppor-
tive? Are they experienced teaching foreign people of your _
country? Can they teach to students with different learning
styles (visual learners, auditory learners, kinesthetic learners,
and slow learners). Do they repeat and review material consis-
tently? How do they grade? Are they passionate about what
they're doing? Experiencing different teachers, in a variety of (
settings, thru group/private lessons is also beneficial.

8. Repeat, Repeat, Repeat—What do you learn and remem-
ber first? The stuff you hear/do over and over again. Whether
it's your Japanese mother-in-law saying ne 20 million times,
the McDonald'’s staff taking your order in the same sequence
with the same words no matter what store you go into, the —
aroused grocery store produce man yelling “irasshai”, the an-
noying neighborhood vendor trucks waking you with “takeya
saodake”, the nauseating school girls’ retreating “jane”, or the
timely train station recordings telling you to stay behind the
yellow line, repetition is key. If all else fails, keep a positive
attitude, and just remember to repeatedly smile, bow, and/or
drink and you'll make your way through most situations..
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Do you have a
[jeuestion for
Hanako-san?
Would you like to
EXPress your
ppinion? Have a
personal story to
Khare? Please
send contribu-
tions to the
pddress printed
pn the back page
pf the newsletter
n either
Japanese or
English. All are
Subject to space
pvailability.
Contributors mayj
Femain
ANoNymous in
\Volcano if so
Stated, but name
and phone
number will be
retained in the
pditors’ files.

- J
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Dear Hanako-san

Question: | want to learn
Japanese, where do | start?
Answer: First learn to
smile, bow, and drink
alcohol....Then decide what
your goals are. Are you on 3
cultural exchange for less
than a year with a good sup-
X port system for your basic
needs, and just want survival Japanese? Freelanc
ing on your own in Japan, waiting until you grow
up and decide what you want to be in life? Seek-
ing a professional career requiring extensive Japa-
nese? Marrying into a Japanese-speaking family?
Or do you simply want to be able to read a menu?
1. Learn and experience culture behind the
language—Accept offers from friends, co-workers,
classmates, and most “happy to meet a gaijin”
(foreign person) strangers for a little drink and a
bite to eat at some of Japan’s dive bars. You often
learn more in these half Japanese/half English
informal chats than you do in a classroom.
Through your first-time sushi experience, you'll be
relieved to know that your nibble is not just “raw
fish”, like you've probably been lead to believe. It
comes with rice and hot green stuff too. This sure
helps you get it down. “Raw fish” you'll discover is
called sashimi. But that experience will have to
wait, for, the sake that you've just mastered order-
ing in Japanese, is what you thought it was, rice
“wine”. Now, what's the word for “hangover”?

2. Dictionaries—I've had good luck with the
Berlitz pocket series about phrases, eating in
Japan, and a look into Japan. For a regular one,
several sources recommend, “The Modern English
Nihongo Dictionary” by Kodansha. If you like
fully-conjugated verbs in all forms, try “501
Japanese Verbs” by Roland Lange. To understand
slang there’s “Making Out in Japanese” by Todd
and Erika Geers of Yenbooks.

3. Materials— Keep in mind textbooks very
greatly, with some available in both romaji and
katakana/hiragana. Beginners should look at
“Minnano Nihongo I, 11" by Three-A-Network. In-
termediate students, “Theme Betsu Cyukyu Kara
Manabu Nihongo” by Kenkyu-Sya. Advanced
grammar students might consider, “Kanzen Mas-
ter Nihongo Nouryoku Shiken Bunpou Mondai
Taisaku I, 11" by Three-A-Network. For writing
practice, get some paper with character blocks and
a guide that shows proper brush stroke order.
Making or buying flashcards in also helpful.

4. Reading Resources—Once comfortable with
hiragana, check out the “Hiragana Times” maga-
zine, plus bi-lingual newsletters/brochures from
volunteer, cultural, tourist, and government
(Continued on Page 5)
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Information Briefs—
Japanese Language Study
Websites

www.yourdictionary.com
Dictionaries of the world’s languages,
thesaurus, word games, links, and
special glossaries, ex. sumo

Volcano

Why the name “Volcano”?
Volcano means “kazan” in
Japanese. The reason why
we chose the

name “Volcano”

for our newsletter

is because we

believe people’s

opinions, ideas, and feelings
should not lie “dormant” or
become “inactive” like
volcanoes. “Magma” exists in
everyone and it needs to
voluntarily erupt once in a
while to soothe one’s soul.

How to Contact Us:

www.nuthatch.com/kanjicards/
Java Kanji Flashcard 500
dictionary, brush stroke order, drilling

www.kanken.or.jp/game/g_index.html
kanji games (jukugo)
Note: Japanese only

www.nihongoweb.com

various links including Hiragana

and Katakana Project with audio/brush
stroke order

www.home.att.net/~keiichiro/
index.html

Japanese businessman’s experiences
living/speaking English in Chicago,
cultural misunderstandings,
Japanese-English words/products
(wasei eigo)

www.gatewayj.com/
Japanese study, schools, associations,
articles on living in Japan

Www.japanese.about.com/cs/reading/
Reading Tutor Program and other links

-
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+ With your questions,
opinions, stories,
suggestions, and ideas

+ For information about
membership and
newsletter subscriptions

Yumiko Sato

Active Line

400-30-1-202 Terada-machi

Hachioji-shi, Tokyo 193-0943

Tel/lFAX: 0426-68-5208

(English or Japanese)

Email:

kymrs@mub.biglobe.ne.jp

Join Us!
¢ Help gather resources and
exchange

information with other
organizations

¢ As aKorean, Chinese,
Spanish, Japanese, etc.,
volunteer teacher/
translator/interpreter

¢ In planning, executing, or
assisting with events

¢ As a computer assistant—
Microsoft Windows 95
needed, with Japanese/
English capabilities

¢ With the publishing and
mailing of the newsletter

¢ Etc., make your own
proposal

Newsletter Editors:

Yumiko Sato (Editor-in-Chief)
Amy Kamata (English Editor)
Andrew Church

Atsuko Akiyama

Ikuko Nakazaki

Haruo Uchibori

Ichitaro Suzuki

Yoshihide Kusaki




